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COMPARE FLUE-CURED TOBACCO YIELDS WITH 
DISCUSS THE GENERAL CROP CONDITION. 
WHAT 1S THE ESTIMATED 1950 CORN PRODUCTION? 
ARE HAY PROSPECTS ABOVE OR BELOW LAST YEAR'S? 
DISCUSS EGG PRODUCTION FOR SEPTEMBER. 

ComPARE THE INDICATED 1950 SOYBEAN PRODUCTION WITH 1949, 
WHAT 1S THE PROSPECTIVE 1950 COTTON PRODUCTION? 
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CROP SITUATION GOOD 


During the early part of Sept- 
ember rainfall was fairly frequent 
and general over the State with 
heavy rains in the Coastal Plains 
and Piedmont areas. The last half 
of the month was generally open 
with only moderate rains occurring 
during the third week and the last 
week was without any rain of conse- 
quence, Thus ab Vath euatirs teat 
October, harvest of fall maturing 
crops was getting well along. 

Corn harvest is well advanced 
in the northwestern commercial 
counties, and is becoming general 
throughout the State. Yield pros. 
pects improved during the month 
pushing expected production close 
to the 80 million bushel mark. 

Flue-cured tobacco harvest has 
been completed and a high percentage 
of the crop sold. October 1 re- 
ports from tobacco growers and 
warehouse sales indicate record 
yields for the flue-cured crop. 

Soybeans made good recovery from 
flooding mid-season rains, and it 
now appears that yields will at 
least equal those obtained last 

(Continued on Page 4) 


MILK PRODUCTION DOWN SEASONALLY — 


Milk production on North Car- 
Olina farms during September, es- 
timated at 142,000,000 pounds, is 
11 million pounds below estimated 
production during August. The 
total production of 142 million 
pounds in September compares with 
159 million pounds produced in June 
and production of 137 million pounds 
during September of 1949. 

The 375,000 cows (both dry and 
milked) on farms produced an av- 
erage of 380 pounds of milk per cow 
during September. This compares 
with 409 pounds in August, 424 
pounds in June and 380 pounds dur- 
ing September 1949. 

Pasture condition at 88 percent 
remained the same as last month 
but 4 percent below reported con- 
dition on the same date last year. 


RALEIGH, N. C. 


FLUE-CURED YIELDS 
HIGHEST OF RECORD 


Prospects for the flue-cured 
tobacco crop in North Carolina in- 
creased during September. October 
1 conditions indicate that yields 
this year will be the highest of 
record. 

Total flue-cured production in 
the State is currently estimated at 
809,455,000 pounds, 2.7 percent 
above the September 1 forecast and 
almost 78 million pounds above 
1949 production. AmGLODmOLmGhis 
size would be the largest since 
1947 and the fourth largest of 
record. 

Indicated yields on October 1 
were higher for all three types 
than had been forecast a month 
earlier. Improved yields of Type 
12 accounted for 57 percent of the 
21.5 million pound increase over 
the September 1 flue-cured estimate. 

As of October 1, North Carolina’s 
burley crop showed a slight decline 
in yield prospects. The currently 
indicated yield is 1580 pounds per 
acre and total production is 
estimated at 15,800,000 pounds. 
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1950 GENERAL FARM REPORT 


RECORD CORN CROP INDICATED 


The 1950 corn crop in North Caro- 
lina was estimated at 79, 606, 000 
bushels as of October 1. This is 
1,090,000 bushels more than the Sept- 
ember 1 estimate of production. 

The estimated 1950 crop would 
be the largest of record and exceeds 
the previous record 1949 crop by more 
than 4 million bushels, or 5 percent. 
The estimated 1950 crop is 44 percent 
larger than the 10-year average pro- 
duction of 55,385,000 bushels. 

The October 1 estimated per acre 
yield of 36.5 bushels would also be 
the highest of record. The current 
estimated yield of 36.5 bushels com- 
Dares with 35.0 bushels in 1949 and 
the 1939-48 average yield of 24.2 
bushels per acre, 

The 1950 U. S. corn crop is esti- 
mated at 3,117,967,000 bushels. A 
crop of this size would be about 8 
percent less than the 1949 crop but 7 
percent more than the 10-year (1939- 
48) average production of 2,900,- 
932,000 bushels. 

The average yield per acre of the 
U. S. corn crop is estimated at 37.5 
bushels as of October 1. 


SHEEP NUMBERS ARE INCREASING IN NORTH CAROLINA 
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PEANUT PROSPECTS UNCHANGED 


Prospective production of pea- 
nuts in North Carolina as of Oct- 
ober 1 showed no change from that 
of a month earlier. The crop is 
currently expected to produce 247, - 
520,000 pounds for an average yield 
of 1040 pounds per acre. Last year’s 
Production totaled 243, 080,000 
pounds. The 10-year average for 
production is 315,847,000 pounds 

Acreage for harvest in the State 
this year is 238,000 comparing 
with 236,000 in 1949 and the 10- 
year average of 280,000. 

Digging of the commercial crop 
has been aided by favorable weather 
and soil conditions and is pro- 
gressing rapidly. By the end of 
the first week in October, about 
half of the crop’ had been dug. 
Quality of nuts is thought to be 
somewhat better than last year. 

Total peanut production in the 
Nation is currently estimated at 
about 1.7 billion pounds. This 
compares with a crop of 1.9 billion 
pounds produced in 1949 and a 10- 
year average of almost 2.0 billion pounds. 


HAY PROSPECTS UP SLIGHTLY 


October 1 conditions indicate 
production of all hays in North Car- 
olina will total 1,305,000 tons this 
year. This estimate is slightly 
above that of last month and 7 per- 
cent above the 10-year (1939-48) av- 
erage, but 6 percent below the 1,395- 
000 tons produced in the State dur- 
ing 1949. 

General rains during the early 
part of September stimulated growth 
of the alfalfa crop, enabling many 
growers to get a fifth cutting, and 
increased the expected yield to 2.5 
tons per acre. — 

Prospects for peanut hay produc- 
tion also increased slightly during 
September as digging operations went 
forward under favorable weather con- 
ditions. Yield per acre of peanut 
hay is now estimated at .7 tons. 

Rains came too late to help the 
soybean hay crop. Some stands were 
lost due to the rains, and the ex- 
pected yield of soybean hay declined 
to 1.15 tons per acre. 

Harvest of all hays except peanut 
hay is now virtually complete. 


OCTOBER 9 


EGG PRODUCTION UP 11 PERCENT 


North Carolina farm flocks pro- 
duced 70 million eggs during Sept- 
ember, 6 million less than in August 
but 11 percent above production dur- 
ing September, 1949. 

The increase in total production 
over September of last year was due 
to increased numbers of layers in 
farm flocks as well as a higher rate 
of lay. The estimated 7,349,000 lay- 
ers in farm flocks was 5 percent 
greater than during the same month 
a year ago, and rate of lay per 100 
layers at 948 eggs was also up 5 per- 
cent. During the first‘nine months 
of the year 852 million eggs were 
produced in the State. 


Price controls on meat animals 
as well as other farm products 
were authorized by the Defense 
Production Act of 1950 -- if ab- 
plied, price ceilings can be no 
lower than parity prices or the 
top of actual prices received be- 
tween May 24 and June 24, 1850, 
whichever ts the higher. 


Production prospects for North 
Carolina’s 1950 cotton crop declined 
further during the month of October. 
A total harvest of 190,000 bales is 
indicated according to reports from 
cotton growers as of October 1. 

This is a drop of 10,000 bales 
from prospects on September 1. If 
this production is realized, the 
1950 crop of cotton for the State 
will be the smallest since 1872. 
The currently estimated crop of 
190,000 bales compares with 466,000 
bales produced in 1949 and the 10- 
year 1939-48 average of 578,000 bales. 

Based upon October 1 conditions, 
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COTTON PROSPECTS SHOW FURTHER DECLINE 


lint yield per acre from the 1950 
crop is expected to average 164 pounds 
This is 95 pounds below the lint 
yield in 1949 and 209 pounds below 
the 10-year average. This is also 
the smallest yield for cotton in 
North Carolina since 1892. 

Total acreage for harvest on Oct 
ober 1 is estimated at 556,000 acres, 
compared with 860,000 acres last 
year and the average of 738,000 
acres. 

Except for scattered heavy rain- 
fall during the first half of Sept- 
ember, weather conditions during 
the month were generally ideal for 


picking, and harvest had made rapid 
progress by October 1. 

As harvest operations advanced, 
growers were better able to appraise 
crop prospects. Boll weevil damage 
as well as boll worm damage proved 
even greater than had been previously 
anticipated. 

A crop of 9,869,000 bales is in- 
dicated for the Nation, based on 
October 1 conditions. This com- 
pares with 9,882,000 bales forecast 
on September 1, 1950 and 16,128,000 
bales produced in 1949. Details 
of the October 1 report, by states 
follow: 


CONDITION, ESTIMATED ACREAGE FOR HARVEST AND 
PRODUCTION, OCTOBER 1, 
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SWEETPOTATO PROSPECTS DECLINE 


Prospective sweetpotato produc- 
tion declined during the past month 
as digging operations became general 
in the State. October 1 conditions 
indicate an average per acre yield 
of 115 bushels compared with a yield 
of 120 bushels per acre expected a 
month earlier or a decrease of about 
4 percent. 

The estimated total production of 
6,210,000 bushels is 6 percent above 
the 5,876,000 bushels produced by 
North Carolina growers in 1949 but 
is 16 percent below the 10 year (1939- 
48) average. 

The average yield of 115 bushels 
per acre compares with a yield of 113 
bushels last year and is 8 bushels 
per acre above the 10 year average. 

The Nation’s crop is expected to 
total 59,658,000 bushels, 10 percent 
above last year’s production but 3.5 
percent below the 1939-48 average: 


SOYBEAN PRODUCTION REMAINS HIGH 


A record-high crop of 4, 390,000 
bushels of soybeans for beans re- 
mains in prospect for North Carolina, 
with the October 1 estimate show- 
ing no change from that of a month 
earlier. Prospects for this year 
compare with a production of 3,- 
960,000 bushels in 1949 and a 10- 
year average of 2,675,000 bushels. 
This year’s yield is currently set 
at 15.0 bushels per acre, the same 
as in 1949. 

National production is now es- 
timated at 275 million bushels-- 
an average yield of 21.3 bushels 
per acre from 12,937,000 acres. 
This is 24 percent above production 
in 1949 and 67 percent above the 
10-year average. 


The 1951 spring pig crop probably 
will be larger than this year's crop. 


APPLE PROSPECTS BRIGHTER 
PECANS UNCHANGED 


Reports from commercial apple 
growers as of October 1 indicate 
that production will exceed earlier 
estimates. The outturn of the crop 
so far has been very good, both as 
to quantity and quality. Total com- 
mercial apple production in North 
Carolina is now estimated at 1, 232,- 
000 bushels, compared with 448,000 
bushels last year and the 10-year 
average of 982,000 bushels. 

October 1 reports from pecan grow- 
ers continued to indicate a crop 
of 2,112,000 pounds - the same as 
forecast.-last month. Production 
last year totaled 2,924,000 pounds. 
the 10-year average production for 
the State is 2,483,000 pounds. 

The Nation’s apple crop in commer- 
cial areas is estimated at 120.1 bush- 
els-10 percent below last year but 10 
percent above the 10-year average. 


NORTH CAROLINA AND UNITED STATES, ACREAGE, YIELD AND PRODUCTION OF CROPS 1949 
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GRAIN STOCKS VARIABLE 


In North Carolina stocks of corn 
and rye on farms October 1 were 
slightly below those of a year 


earlier. Other stocks, however, 
including wheat, oats, barley and 
soybeans were higher. Present 


stocks of wheat and rye are the 
only ones below average. 

For the Nation current farm 
stocks of corn, wheat and soybeans 
are below October 1, a year ago -- 
wheat and soybeans are also below 
average. Stocks of oats and barley 
are above both last year and the 
10-year average, while rye stocks 
are higher than last year but slightly 
below average. 


CROP SITUATION (Cortinued) 


year. Harvesting of the crop will 
get underway the last of October. 

With nearly 50 percent of the 
commercial peanut crop in Stacks 
indications still are that yields 
will be below average. The crop 
never fully recovered early season 
damages. 

Cotton prospects continued to 
decline with the October 1 estimate 
predicting the smallest crop since 
1872. : 

With most of the States hay 
crops already in stacks or barns 
indications are that yields from 
all hay crops will be above average, 
but still slightly below yields of 
last season. Most individual kinds 
of hay have turned out favorably, 
except in localized areas. In 
southern piedmont counties the 
total hay crop was hurt by early 
season dry weather and late spring 
freezes. Supplies in this area may 
be short of needs if a severe winter 
is experienced. 


GRAIN STOCKS ON FARMS OCTOBER 1 


1949 1950 AVERAGE 1949 1950 
V/ STOCKS STocks V/ STOCKS STocks 
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barley and rye 1944-48, 


WEATHER SUMMARY FOR SEPTEMBER, 1950 


The weather during the first two 
weeks waS warm and humid. A change 
to pronounced cooler weather took 
place at the end of the third week. 
Unseasonably cool temperatures of 
record or near record breaking pro- 
Portions occurred on the 25th and 
26th. The first frost of the fail 
season was reported on those same 
dates. Scattered light frost occur- 


red in the Piedmont and heavy frost 
in more northern mountain areas. 

The distribution of rainfall was 
quite variable. Heavy amounts were 
reported from the northern Coastal 
Plain, the southern mountain dis- 
trist and from Avery County. The 
northern Piedmont and the west Cen- 
tral Coastal Plain were notably 
dry. 


NORTH CAROLINA - INCHES OF RAINFALL DURING SEPTEMBER, 1950 


canna 


Rainfall data furnished 
By Dept. of Commerce 
Weather Bureau, Raleigh 


Garrett DeMots 
Meteorologist 
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